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The Urine in Health and Disease, and Urinary
Analysis, Physiologically and Pathologically Con-
sidered. By D. Campbell Black, M.D., L.R.C.S.
Edin., F.C.P. & S., Glas., Professor of Physiology
in Anderson's College Medical School, etc. Phila-
delphia: Lea Brothers & Co.1895.
In this book the author has endeavored to treat

the subject of the urine in health and disease from a

practical aud clinical standpoint. He devotes a chap
ter to the anatomy and physiology of the kidney ; he
then takes up the various important constituents of
the urine, both normal and abnormal.

The plan of the book is a good oue. Its useful-
ness is, however, very much impaired by numerous
incorrect aud vague statements. For instance, oue
would infer from the table on page 120 that the leu-
comaines and ptomaines are proteids, aud that these
bodies, together with mucin, are varieties of either
(or both) fibrin or coagulated proteid.

Ou page 148, we find the following incorrect state-
ment : " Of all albuminous substances, sulphate of
magnesia precipitates globulin alone."

On page 123, the author directs the addition of
chloride of sodium or sulphate of magnesia for the
separation of globulin, as a preliminary to the test
of albumin, but gives no directions as to the quantity
to be used — au important matter.

On page 152: "The biuret reaction affords the
best evidence of the presence of peptones in the
urine." The albumoses, however, give the same re-

action, and the process given by the author does uot
distinguish between the two.

On page 154, the properties of hemi-albumose are
thus described: "hemi-albumose gives most of the
albumin reactions, but it dissolves with difficulty in
cold solutions, though rapidly on boiling, by which it
is contradistinguished from albumin." The author's
meaning here is not quite clear. Possibly he refers
to the fact that albumose precipitates tend to dissolve
upon the application of heat, and to reappear as the
solution cools.
In describing Teichmann's hemin test, on page

204, the author writes : " For this reaction the coagu-
lum which is deposited from the urine is to be gently
treated, etc."

What this " coagulum " is, or how it is to be ob-
tained, is uot evident.

The nucleo-albumiu of the bile is erroneouslystyled muciu ; so also the nucleo-albumin of the
urine.

Some peculiarities in spelling are to be noted ; for
example, albumen for albumiu. Fibrin, muciu, aud
globulin are spelled, at times with, at times without
(but usually with) a final e.

We might continue, but the examples given are

sufficient, we believe, to justify our criticism. Some
parts of the book are good ; others, uotably Part III.,
need careful revision. We cannot recommend the
book as a whole.

Sterility. By Robert Bell, M.D., F.F.P.S.G.,
Senior Physician to the Glasgow Hospital for Dis-
eases peculiar to Women. London: J. & A.
Churchill. 1896.
1 lie prevailing impression left on the mind by this

little book is that the author has armed himself with

a sledge hammer for the purpose of demolishing cob-
webs. Some somewhat strange positions which he
takes are supported rather by assertions than by ar-

gument ; the remainder of his conclusions has long
been thoroughly accepted, at auy rate in this com-

munity. The preface is devoted to a rather startlingly
dramatic picture of the active passion with which the
author assumes that the spermatozoa approach the
ovum, and of the satisfaction wiih which the one for-
tunate individual observes the death of the other un-
fortunates. The first chapter may be summarised as

a statement that sterility is mainly dependent upon
endometritis, or diseases of the adnexai. The next
two tell us that dysmenorrhea and diseases of the ad-
nexw are dependent upon endometritis. The next
two are given up to the discussion of the comparative
inefficacy of intra-uterine medication and the value of
curettage, together with a description of a somewhat
peculiar instrument which the author uses. A chap-
ter on ichthyol winds up the book, which is at all
events entertaining throughout.
A Manual of Anatomy. By Irving S. Haynes,

Ph.B., M.D., Adjunct Professor and Demonstrator
of Anatomy in the Medical Department of New
York University. With 134 half-tone Illustrations
and 42 Diagrams. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders.
1896.
The chief reason of the scarceness of really good

works for use in the dissectiiig-room is undoubtedly
the great difficulty of well defining the scope of the
work, iu keeping it subordinate to a treatise proper,
and also in giving it a distinctly higher position than
a compendium. Some description of organs beyond
the enumeration of their chief features is necessary,
aud it is essential that the treatment should be brief.
To do all this well is no easy task. While there is
much that is good in the book before us, the ideal
guide for the dissecting-room, which we presume was
the object, has not beeu produced. The directions for
making the successive steps of the dissection show the
author's thorough kuowledge of this part of his sub-
ject. We wish to praise particularly his attempts to
explain the complicated structure of the brain and of
the peritoneum by the history of development, which
is the only scientific aud satisfactory way. The treat-
ment of the peritoneum leaves something, however, to
be desired, but to make it clear to the begiuuer is well-
nigh impossible. In his description of parts the author
is perhaps a little too brief. Thus, iu the case of the
very difficult thyro-aryteuoid muscle, some description
of the upper part is essential for its comprehension,
but he contents himself with mentioning itB existence.
We should have liked a more precise statement of the
share of the tendon of the flexor hallucis longus in
supplying the smaller toea.

Oue of the featurea of the book is the illustration
by means of photographic methods. It confirms what
we have often preached, that for the present at least
this method is inadequate. There are some plates
that do not deserve this criticism. Some of those of
the Burface of the brain are truly admirable; but moat
of them are of very little value. An expert mightwell be puzzled to explain aome of them, aud for a
student most are unsatisfactory. This is the more to
be regretted that the dissections which they represent
are evidently very fine ones.

Tbe paper and printing are exceptionally good,
making the book an uucommonly handsome oue.
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